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In recent years, a pandemic of sexual abuse has spread across our nation’s schools,
workplaces, places of worship, families, and society at-large. This pandemic has devastated
many lives, including those of our nation’s children. According to statistics published by the U.S.
Department of Justice, the majority of sexual assaults reported in this country involve children:
67% of all victims of sexual assaults are juveniles; one of every seven victims are under the age
of 6 years old; 40% of sex offenders who victimize children under the age of 6 years of age are
juveniles themselves; and in over 80% of these cases, the victim knows the abuser. These
statistics are disturbing. As members of the body of Christ, we have a moral duty to protect

these tender lives.

But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better
for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned
in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must
needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!
(Matt. 18:6-7 KJV)

In light of these tragic times, | feel that it is important for the leadership of the Church Of
God In Christ to speak out on this issue and to re-affirm our commitment to stand against this

wave of horror sweeping our nation.

The Church Of God In Christ was founded and built by Bishop Charles Harrison Mason
on the bedrock doctrine of holiness. Our Church has held true to this doctrine and has served
as the model of holiness for over 100 years. It is fitting that the Church Of God In Christ is often

referred to as “the holiness church.” Indeed, we are commanded by the Holy Scriptures: “Be ye
holy; for I am holy.” (1 Pet. 1:16 KJV)

Over the years, the sanctity of our Church has been challenged like other denominations
in the faith community. Despite our efforts to shield the Church from such attacks, random acts
of sexual impropriety targeting members of our Church, particularly our youth, have cast a
shadow over our Church. These despicable and ungodly acts will not be tolerated. This

epidemic of sexual impropriety is not germane to the Church Of God In Christ, but is widespread


















