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Minutes — General Assembly — November 2009
Mason Temple Memphis, Tennessee

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MINUTES
November 9, 2009

Monday, November 9, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

Vice-Chairman Hunt opened the session with praise to God for another General Assembly. He
gave a brief highlight as to the beginning of the General Assembly in September, 1907. He then
called for Elder Eugene Ferrell, Chaplain,assisted by Evangelist Hazel Templeton for praise and
worship. The invocation was offered by Administrative Assistant J. E. Bobo, California. Supt.
Maurice Green, Jr. of Texas followed with the reading of the Old Testament (Isaiah 42:1-12) and
Supervisor Frances Harris, Montana, read the New Testament (Ephesians 6:10-18). Along with
Elder Neal Generette and the Praise Team, Evangelist Hazel Templeton led the delegates in
praise and song.

Evangelist Templeton asked Pastor Linwood Dillard, President, Youth Department and Dr. Elton
Amos, Health Director to offer words of exhortation. Dr. Amos also solicited the participation
of the delegates in identifying health care professionals within our church to be a part of a new
Medical Team and the development of clinics worldwide. Evangelist Templeton also requested

that Bishop Darrell Hines offer an intercessory prayer of healing for the saints.

Following prayer, Vice-Chairman Hunt continued with remarks. He informed the delegates that
he was the longest serving elected vice-chairman in the history of the church. He also stated
that he was the highest ranking elder in the church.

Vice-Chairman Hunt reported there were 2,800 registered delegates for this session and called
for the Certification of the House. Elder David Screven, Chairman of the Credentials
Committee, certified the House at 6:30 p.m. with 1,592 delegates prepared to do ordinary

business at this time.

Bishop Thomas Holsey, Chairman of the Rules Committee presented the Rules. The Rules were
read by District Missionary Delphine Moore and Dr. Frederick Jenkins. (See Appendix A) A
motion to adopt the rules was offered, after a second, the MOTION CARRIED.

General Secretary, Bishop Joel H. Lyles, Jr., presented the Minutes of the April, 2009 session of
the General Assembly. He noted that prior to the current session; the minutes were made
available to the jurisdictional secretaries via the internet and also mailed to the Jurisdictional
Bishops, Supervisors and Secretaries for distribution. General Secretary Lyles called for the
adoption of the minutes. After second, The MOTION CARRIED.

General Secretary Lyles presented the proposed agenda for the current session and moved for its
adoption. There was an unreadiness by Supervisor Diana Banks of Maryland requesting a copy
of the Rules that were previously read by the Rules Committee. The Vice Chairman informed
Supervisor Banks that the Rules would be printed in the November 2009 Minutes and that he
would try to ascertain a copy for her during this session. Elder Aaron Tolbert of Illinois had a
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point of information regarding the move of the 2010 Holy Convocation to St. Louis. He
requested the matter be added to the Agenda, if it was not being addressed in any other report.
The Vice Chairman assured that the matter and further details would possibly be addressed by
the Presiding Bishop or in the General Board’s Report. However, the Presiding Bishop and
General Board offered to personally address any questions or concerns from Elder Tolbert.
After a second, the MOTION CARRIED and the AGENDA WAS ADOPTED. (See
Appendix B)

Judge Enoch Perry, Chief Counsel, gave a brief status report on the topic of sexual misconduct
and legal matters of the church. He reported that in over 100 years, there have been 20-25
processed cases of sexual misconduct. He stated statistically the numbers are significantly small;
however, there should not be one case among us. Judge Perry reported there has not been one
successful lawsuit against the church; cases either have been settled or dismissed. He further
stated that Bishop Blake supports the church’s zero tolerance policy against sexual misconduct.
The delegates were encouraged to purchase the book entitled, “The Church Of God In Christ’s
Continued Stand Against Sexual Misconduct.” He reminded the delegates that there was no

statute of limitations for sexual misconduct.

Chairman, Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr. called for the report from the Presiding Bishop and the
General Board. Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. gave thanks to God and noted that this
has been an exciting Convocation. He reminded the delegates that in April, 2009, a presentation
was made and the General Assembly voted to move the 2010 Annual Holy Convocation to St.
Louis, MO. Thanks to the support of the General Assembly, Bishop Blake stated he is expecting
the 2010 Convocation to have record breaking attendance, finance, spiritual fervor and the work
of the Lord. He further stated that a key moment in our church’s history was when Mason
Temple could no longer accommodate the saints. He noted that in Memphis, we are using four
different auditoriums for our Annual Official Day service. Bishop Blake stated that registration
for the Convocation is more efficient and that he understands that change requires adjustment
and some inconvenience, but “the Church Of God In Christ is alive and well.”

Bishop Blake acknowledged that for more than 40 years, Bishop Roy Winbush and his wife,
Mae, rendered outstanding and faithful service to the Church Of God In Christ Publishing Board.
He further stated that the Publishing Board was now under the leadership of Attorney John
Daniels and board staff. He stated there are new materials for the Sunday School and religious
education departments of our church. Bishop Blake stated his desire for the saints to use the
literature published by our publishing house before purchasing products published by others.

Bishop Blake also announced that the Urban Initiative Program is being headed by Dr. Edwin C.
Bass and that Bishop Sedgwick Daniels is leading the Capital Campaign Fund Drive. He noted
that, to date, the effort has raised over $500,000.00 for the purpose of renovating the Lee and
Mason Buildings on our Headquarters Campus. Bishop Blake asked that the delegates authorize
Bishop Daniels and his committee to proceed with this project.

Bishop Blake informed the delegates of the status of the Chisca Hotel. He noted that for over 40
years, the church has held ownership of the Chisca at an upkeep cost exceeding $500,000 in
taxes, insurances, maintenance, etc. per year. About ten years ago, the church authorized a
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committee, led by Bishop Wells, to investigate partnerships with developers to remodel, replace
or demolish the hotel. The church entered into an agreement to build a new hotel on the property,
however, the developer we partnered with filed bankruptcy and the Chisca remains in the hands
of the church. The General Board looked into selling the building and it is currently on the
market for 3 million dollars. If sold at that cost, the church would be relieved of its obligations
concerning the property.

Presiding Bishop Blake thanked Judge Perry for his remarks regarding the church’s policy in
relationship to sexual misconduct. He pointed out that, on average, the church spends about
$800,000 to settle legal matters many of which have to do with accusations of sexual
misconduct. (Who made this comment? and that one single lawsuit has the potential to bankrupt
the church.)

Bishop Blake presented a concern that is on his heart. His stated according to the laws of the
United States, a single person when wronged has a right to seek relief from that wrong. He
further stated that according to the Constitution of the Church Of God In Christ, 50% of a
congregation must have evidence and 50% must sign a charge to initiate action against a pastor,
which indicates it is nearly impossible to bring charges against a local pastor. He continued
stating that the approval by the General Assembly of having a Pastors and Elders Council led by
an elected Chairman active in each jurisdiction would allow an accused pastor to be tried by his
peers. Bishop Blake proposed for future consideration that the Pastors and Elders Council be
allowed to elect an Investigating Committee and a Trial Committee within the Pastors and Elders
Council to handle all matters of a judicial nature. This would not mean that the Pastors and
Elders Council would run the jurisdiction, but rather deal with matters having to do with the trial
and charges against a pastor or an elder assuring an objective investigation by his peers.

Bishop Blake announced that Bishop Charles Brown will head a committee established to set
protocol on receiving new churches seeking affiliation with the Church Of God In Christ. This
Committee will develop policies, procedures and standards. The committee’s recommendations
will be presented to the General Board, which will present them to the General Assembly.
Bishop Blake then called for Bishop Roy Winbush, Assistant Secretary, General Board, to
continue the Board’s report.

Bishop Winbush reported that there had been no deaths since their last meeting. However, due
to prior deaths, retirements, resignations and the creation of new jurisdictions, 15 jurisdictional
bishop appointments were made. (See Appendix C)

Bishop Winbush also reported that the General Board recommended the appointment of Supt.
Jack Whitehead as Auxiliary Bishop. He noted that Presiding Bishop Blake did not participate in
this decision and deferred this action to the remainder of the General Board.

Bishop Sedgwick Daniels came forth to report on the Capital Campaign Fund. He stated due to
hard work and enormous support from the Board of Bishops, the committee has raised $536,289,
of which $413,349 has been received and deposited. He asked that the delegates approve the
continued work of the capital campaign fund. To help reduce construction and renovation cost,
Bishop Daniels solicited assistance from contractors, plumbers, electricians and other skilled

laborers.
3
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Bishop Winbush moved to adopt the following components of the General Board report: the
report of Judge Enoch Perry concerning sexual misconduct, the report of the Presiding Bishop
regarding sale of the Chisca property, the report of Bishop Daniels regarding the Capital
Campaign, and the report of Bishop Winbush regarding jurisdictional and auxiliary bishop
appointments.

After a second, several delegates were not ready for the question and their concerns were heard
as follows: Elder Aaron Tolbert asked if the church was engaged in a three year contract with
the city of St. Louis to host the Annual Holy Convocation beginning in 2010. He intimated that if
this were true, the General Board should have brought the matter back to the General Assembly
as approval was given only for the 2010 Convocation.

Chairman, Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr., stated his recollection was that approval was given to move
the 2010 Convocation to St. Louis. He stated that it seemed to him that in a presentation, Elder
Dickerson Wells stated that an additional two years was necessary.

This point was passionately disagreed with by Elder Tolbert on the basis of the Minutes of the
April 2009 Session of the General Assembly. He stated that Chairman Patterson assigned the
Blue Ribbon Committee to review the proposed move and to make recommendations to the
General Assembly. He further stated that the Blue Ribbon Committee intimated its support of
the decision to move and the Assembly voted to move the meeting, only, for the year 2010.

Chairman Patterson reviewed the Minutes of the April 2009 Session and the portion specific to
the move to St. Louis was read aloud by Elder Tolbert as follows;

“Bishop Sheard stated that his committee unanimously agreed with moving the Holy
Convocation from Memphis for 2010. A motion was made to accept the commiitee’s
recommendation. After a second, Chairman Patterson addressed all unreadiness and a vote
was taken. The MOTION CARRIED.”

Elder Tolbert declared his support for the Presiding Bishop and his programs. He further stated
since we voted to move the meeting for one year that should be honored. Chairman Patterson
stated that Elder Tolbert’s quote was correct and his concerns were supported by the Minutes. He
recognized Presiding Bishop Blake to address the delegates concerning the matter.

Bishop Blake stated that the 2010 Convocation was formally contracted to be in the City of
Memphis; however, the decision of the General Assembly authorized moving the Convocation to
St. Louis, thus making the contract with Memphis of non effect. He stated that it is necessary to
negotiate years out in the future to appropriately deal with getting available hotel rooms and
facilities according to the schedule of the host city. Bishop Blake explained that once the
decision was made to go to St. Louis for 2010, they came back to the city of Memphis and
inquired if the city wanted to host us. He stated that the terms offered by the city of Memphis
were no better than the previous terms offered. Bishop Blake stated that, St. Louis not only
offered excellent arrangements and terms, but they sought a three year contract, which would
reduce costs to the church and enhance benefits. Bishop Blake stated that they have discussed
with St. Louis the possibility of staying for three years. Bishop Blake stated that they would not
have announced or determined a move to St. Louis without the approval of the General

Assembly. He intimated that the General Board felt that it needed to give the delegates a good
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experience for the year of 2010 before they would request authorization to go to St. Louis for
2011 and 2012. Bishop Blake stated that Memphis officials stated that we would come back in
2011, that the city would “tough it out™ for 2010 and it will be business as usual in 2011. “No,
we would never announce an intention to go to St. Louis beyond 2010 without an authorization
by this General Assembly;, we just didn’t intend to get it right now. We intended to get it later
and we did not wish to publicize our discussions, but you must negotiate years out into the
Juture,” stated Presiding Bishop Blake. He further stated, “Now, if you all want to approve it
now you may approve it now, and as a matter of fact I'd like to include it in the report of the
committee, the request of the approval to go for three years to the city of St. Louis.”

Carl Leeks from Tennessee 5" Jurisdiction spoke concerning the Chisca Hotel being on the
market. He stated that the church has lost many properties and asked if once the Convocation
moved from Memphis would there be a Headquarters. Bishop Patterson stated that Mason
Temple and not downtown was the church’s Headquarters. Elder Leeks asked if Mason Temple
would soon be on the market for sale. Bishop Patterson stated he could not make that
determination; however, it would not be done without the approval of the General Assembly.

Bishop Mark Walden of Northern Georgia 2™ spoke concerning the appointment of Dr. Haney
as the
Jurisdictional Prelate of Northern Georgia and congratulated Dr. Haney. He asked for
clarification regarding whether Dr. Haney’s jurisdiction was yet designated as Northern Georgia
1*. Bishop Winbush clarified that it would remain as such.

After all unreadiness was heard, Bishop Winbush requested that the Chairman call for the
question. Bishop Patterson asked him to restate his motion. Bishop Winbush stated “ “I move
that we adopt the report made, including the sale of the Chisca, including the sexual misconduct
(made by) Judge Perry, the Capital Campaign, (made by) Bishop Daniels, and now the right to
investigate three years in St. Louis that you just asked for.”

Bishop Patterson asked if Bishop Winbush meant to investigate or to approve. Bishop Winbush
stated, “Since that has come up, if the price is right, so then we’d better put in there approved,
providing the price is right.”

Elder Bernard Alexander asked for a point of information and asked if the church could have a
four year calendar. Further discussion ensued around that matter. Bishop Patterson recognized
Pastor Aurelias Walker, who asked for clarity as to whether the church was going to St. Louis for
2010 or beyond that.

Chairman, Bishop J.O. Patterson stated, “As I understand it, the intent of the motion, and I'm
going to try to state the motion for Bishop Winbush since he didn’t state it very clearly. The
request of the Presiding Bishop is that the church be empowered to negotiate terms for being in
St. Louis for the years 2010, 2011, and 2012, They have already signed for 2010, we approved
that and they’ve signed that. They are now asking for permission to proceed with 2011 and
2012. Is that your request?” Bishop Winbush nodded in agreement.

In response to questions uttered by Bishop J. O. Lawson from his seat, Chairman Patterson

continued that “if Memphis comes up with agreeable terms prior to the signing with St. Louis,
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then we'll come back to Memphis in 2011.” Bishop Lawson continued to speak and Chairman
Patterson clarified that Bishop Lawson was requesting to include in the motion that until a
contract is signed with St. Louis for 2011 and 2012 that we would also consider an offer from the
city of Memphis. Bishop Patterson called for the question, MOTION CARRIED.

Bishop Charles Ford, Chairman, Board of Trustee and the Board of Trustees were called to
present the fiscal year April 1, 2010-March 31, 2011Budget. A balanced budget of $9,137,500
was presented and a motion was made to accept the report. (See Appendix D) Several
delegates expressed concerns regarding the budget.

Bishop Roy Dixon inquired regarding the amount that was expended the previous year and how
could the delegates approve the budget without actuals. Budget Committee Chair Sylvia Law
responded that the actual would be provided in the Controller’s report. She further stated that
this budget reflects a comparison from year to year and next year the actuals would be provided.
Since our Controller is new, that process would be provided in a different format.

Elder Aaron Tolbert addressed the Chair regarding the Controller’s report and asked if it was
shared with the Trustee Board along with several other questions. Sylvia Law responded to that
those matters would be presented in April.

Elder Harold Bennett, Dean of the C. H. Mason Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia was concerned as
to how the figures for seminary were reached and requested a meeting with the Board to review
the Seminary’s budget. Trustee Board Chairman, Bishop Charles Ford, responded to Dean
Bennett and reminded him of him meeting with the Trustee Board where his budget request was
reviewed and his needs were considered. Bishop Ford stated that an adjustment could be
considered after reviewing expenditures and upon approval by the various boards there could
possibly be an increase to the Seminary’s budget.

Bishop Moody, President of Missions, wanted to know why the Missions Budget was reduced.
Bishop Moody also requested that the portion of the Walk-A-Thon funds that was promised
(50% to Missions and 50% to education) be applied to the Missions budget in order to help the
oversees missionaries. Budget Chair, Mrs. Sylvia Law responded that the projected revenue for
2010-2011 was exceeding the Laity funds that are projected to go to Missions and Education.
Bishop Jerry Macklin also commented that 35 -40% of our jurisdictions have not responded with
their Walk-A-Thon, Laity or Loyalty reports making it difficult to do what was proj ected.
Bishop Blake later stated that Missions is his top priority and the reason for the decrease was
because the department did not spend their budget requested and it was reduced to the actual
amount spent.

Elder Larry Franklin, Jr. requested actual in November 2007 and was assured they would be
provided. He is again requesting actuals to be presented in the report. He also had a concern
regarding the Laity reports and the number of members who are reporting. The response was the
actuals would be available in April.

Elder Aaron Tolbert inquired: (1) if there was a Budget Review Committee of the General
Assembly? The answer was yes.
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Elder Darin Burns proposed that the actuals be reported for the past three years, in an Income
Statement and a P& L format. He had a few other concerns that were satisfactorily addressed by
Mrs. Law.

Pastor Jamison addressed the chair regarding an audit of the statements by an independent CPA.
Mrs. Law responded that financials are audited, not the budget, and that we are moving toward
an audit ready environment.

Bishop Kenneth Obi of the Nigeria Edo Jurisdiction is requesting curriculums in order to
effectively teach our doctrine. He’d like the curriculum for the foreign brothers and sisters to be
included in the budget. Chairman Ford assured the committee would do their best to consider the
request for inclusion in the Missions budget. Dr. David Hall, Sr., COGIC Publishing Board
stated that shipping snags, contractual snags, and budget constraints have caused delays, but they
are diligently working to bring closure to the issues and anticipating a possible resolve within the
year.

Elder Bernard Alexander of New York expressed concern regarding “bad checks”. He wanted to
know how will the church get the money back and what is being done about it. Chairman Ford
reported that Supt. Frank White, Financial Secretary, and the Finance Office are developing
procedures to address this matter.

Chairman Patterson allowed Mother Mary Kennedy, Supervisor of Congo to address the
delegates. She encouraged the delegates to do something tangible for Missions through their
local churches.

Chairman Patterson asked for a motion to adopt the Budget. After a proper motion and
second, the MOTION carried. The Budget was adopted.

Bishop Jerry Macklin presented highlights of the upcoming Leadership Conference to be held
January 18-22, 2010. He encouraged the delegates to register for the conference which will be
held in the city of Mempbhis.

Chairman Patterson stated that there were three vacancies on the Judiciary Board. The Board of
Bishops recommended the approval of Bishop F. E. Perry for a second term. MOTION carried.
The Board of Bishops also recommended that Bishop Ted Thomas be seated on the Judiciary
Board for the position occupied by Bishop Nesbitt. The Council of Pastors and Elder
recommended Elder Thomas Hammonds for a second term on the Judiciary Board. MOTION
carried. Bishop Patterson stated that it is the decision of the Chair that because there was an
incumbent, Bishop Samuel Nesbitt, that an election should be held. Bishop Patterson presented
the name of Bishop Samuel Nesbitt and then called for the Assembly to vote for either Bishop
Nesbitt or Bishop Thomas. A voice vote was held and Bishop Ted Thomas was elected to
serve a 7 year term.

Chairman Patterson called for New Business. Bishop J. O. Lawson offered a motion that in the
future the Budget Committee include actual spending in their report beginning April, 2010.
After a second, the MOTION carried.
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Chairman Patterson noted that due to unavailability of printed material regarding proposed
constitutional amendments, the next reading of the recommended changes would not be heard
during this session.

Chairman Patterson called for General Secretary Lyles to present the 2010 Calendar. (See
Appendix E)

Secretary Lyles stated that the 2010 dates will be published on the Church Of God In Christ
website www.cogic.com. Following the presentation of the 2010 Calendar, Secretary Lyles
presented the Motion to Recess. The motion was seconded.

Before calling on the Presiding Bishop for closing remarks and benediction, Chairman Patterson
called for the vote to recess. The MOTION to recess carried. Bishop Patterson presented the
Presiding Bishop.

After thanking Chairman Patterson, Bishop Blake began his remarks by stating that he was
heavily burdened have a season of prayer for the City of Memphis. He stated that we, (the
Church Of God In Christ), needed a season of prayer to seek God for his blessings and prosperity
for the City and thank him (God) for the good experiences that we have had in Memphis. For a
moment, Bishop Blake reflected upon meeting and speaking with Sis. Blake in Denver, Colorado
and the next time they met was during the Convocation in Memphis. Bishop Blake continued by
stating that the city has a special role and will continue to have an important role in our hearts
and lives. “We don’t really know the degree of blessing that we have brought to the city of
Memphis.”

Presiding Bishop Blake continued by stating that we had come to the close of the General
Assembly and the close of a wonderful and great Convocation. He stated that God wrought many
miracles, touched the lives of many, many have been saved and healed and he gave praise to God
for it.

Bishop Blake stated that he praised God for each and everyone. Some people he has known for
fifty years and has witnessed the changes that the years had brought; even though some are doing
all they can to fight the changes. “But in the midst of it all, ...it is good to be a part of the Church
Of God In Christ family.” Bishop Blake asked the members of the assembly to stand and pray
for one another and to close this session with a prayer for the City of Mempbhis, Tennessee.

Following the closing prayer, the General Assembly was recessed at approximately 10:30 p.m.
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MOTION TO RECESS

BISHOP JOEL HARLEY LYLES, JR.

General Secretary

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

the General Assembly of the Church Of God In Christ was duly assembled on
Wednesday, November 9™, and

the delegates to the November 2009 session were issued Certificates of Election, duly
registered and properly seated, and

directives from the Chairman of the General Assembly were given, received and
accepted,

reports from the Rules Committee, the Credentials Committee, the Trustee Board, and
the Presiding Bishop and General Board, were received, accepted, and adopted, and

the delegates of this session have given their time and attention to make this General
Assembly session a success,

Now Therefore Be It Resolved: that this General Assembly of the Church Of God In Christ

does hereby express, ratify, confirm, and approve all actions and proceedings done
during the calling of the General Assembly session. The registering and seating of
delegates, the appointing the aforementioned commissions, the reports of all
committees and commissions, and all actions and proceedings done by the General
Assembly itself in the furtherance of its work, and

Be It Further Resolved: that this General Assembly does hereby express its gratitude and

appreciation to all delegates who have contributed to its success.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: that this session of the General Assembly be recessed until

Linda K. Wilkins. Administrative Assisiant to the General Secretary -
Edward A. Coles - Carl E. King, Sr. - Derick Johnson -

April 2010.
Done this 9" day of November, 2009

Bishop Joel Harley Lyles, Jr.
General Secretary
Church Of God In Christ, Inc.

930 Mason STrReer *  MEMpHIS, TENNESSEE 38126
(901) 947-9356 Orc » (901) 947-9359 Fax

Assistant General Secretaries and National Office Staff

Talbert Swan, I, Administration - Eddie Whitelaw, Operations
Mary L. Walis, Secretary - Margaret Brewer, National Recorder

Curtis T. Schley, Gregory Ross, Special Assistants to the General Secretary
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CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC.
WORLD HEADQUARTERS

938 Mason Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38126

November 9-10, 2009

RULES AND PROCEDURES
FOR
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S AUTHORITY:

WHEREAS

In accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the Church Of God In Christ filed in the state
of Tennessee and the Constitution as outlined in the Church Of God In Christ Official Manual,
The General Assembly is the supreme legislative authority of the Church Of God In Christ. And

WHEREAS
The General Assembly is the only tribunal which has power and authority to express doctrines
and creeds for the Church of God In Christ. And

WHEREAS
The General Assembly’s decisions shall be binding on all members of the Church Of God In
Christ. And

WHEREAS

The General Assembly shall adopt such rules, policies, procedures and regulations governing the
conduct of its business and its organization, as it may deem necessary, proper and/or expedient.
And

WHEREAS

There can be no appeal of the decisions and determinations of the General Assembly.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED

The following Rules and Procedures shall govern the General Assembly of the Church Of God In
Christ, Inc.:

RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

RULE 1. The General Assembly Operation

The General Assembly shall be governed by the Charter, Constitution, Bylaws,
Policies, Rules and Procedures of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc. as they now
are or may be amended from time to time. Where the Constitution and General
Assembly Rules are silent, at the discretion of the Chajr Robert’s Rules of Order
may be followed. The General Assembly shall hear and consider the business
and matters of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc. as reported to it by the entities

-1-



of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc. making recommendations where required or
needed for clarity and vote its conscience.

RULE 2. General Assembly Composition

The General Assembly shall be comprised of duly elected delegates from each
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction both F oreign and Domestic and certified by the General
Secretary’s Office. These delegates shall include:

Bishops: (General Board, Auxiliary, Jurisdictional
Domestic, Foreign, and Emeritus)

Pastors/Elders: (Administrative Assistant, District Superintendent,
Pastors, and Elders without Charge)

Supervisors: (Jurisdictional Foreign, Domestic and Supervisor
without Charge)

District Missionaries: 4 per Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction

Wives: (Of current and former General Board Members,
All Bishops).

Lay Delegates: 6 per Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction.

Specials: (At the discretion of the Chair and approval of
the Assembly)

Note: All elected and voting delegates are to be in good standing in their Ecclesiastical

Jurisdictions.

RULE 3. Seating of Officials and Delegates

In keeping with the General Assembly custom and in order to facilitate the
orderly flow of business, seating on the platform shall be as follows:

Qe oo o

Ll e

5 g

General Assembly Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Parliamentarian.

Presiding Bishop and the General Board.

General Secretary and General Assembly Secretarial Staff.

The Judiciary Board, 9 members.

Board of Bishops — 6 members.

Women’s Department — General Mother and Fifteen (15) staff members.
Wives of Present and former General Board members and the General Assembly
Chair.

National Trustee Board- Chairman, Vice Chairmen, and Secretary.

General Council of Pastors and Elders — 5 members,

General Financial Secretary

General Treasurer

The lower round right — The Rules Committee 3 members, Sergeant at Arms 3
members.

The lower round left - The Support staff to the Chajrman and Presiding Bishop.
Special Sections on the floor is reserved in the following manner: the first eight
(8) rows center for the remaining members of the General Assembly
Advisory/Executive Staff, the Trustee Board, and all other elected and appointed
officers, to the immediate left the first ten (10) rows are for Supervisors, Bishops
Wives and Supervisors without charge, to the immediate right the first ten (10)
rows for the remaining members of the Board of Bishops, the section to the
immediate lower floor right reserved for the Physically Challenge.

All other Delegates shall be seated on the lower floor.



p.  Non delegates will be permitted in the balcony in the role of observers only, Non
delegates will not be permitted into the Assembly during any Quadrennial
Election.

q. ONLY DELEGATES WITH PROPER CURRENT YEAR CREDENTIALS
WILL BE PERMITTED INTO AND ON THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
FLOOR.

(Seating arrangements in the General Assembly are subject to the discretion of
the Chair.)

RULE 4. The Chairman

The Chairman shall conduct the meeting as outlined on a printed agenda
and in the following manner:

The Chairman shall open the assembly by calling the meeting to order.

The Chairman shall announce the business of the assembly by presenting an
agenda to the assembly.

The Chairman shall decide all questions of order.

The Chairman shall put all questions before the assembly.

The Chairman shall maintain the order of and in the assembly.

The Chairman shall discuss and allow discussion of the items on the agenda for
the session.

g The Chairman will recognize all Delegates, and shall conduct the meetin g
without partiality.

h.  The Chairman shall be permitted to change the order of the agenda items.

i.  The Chairman shall have the authority to set time limits for discussion of agenda
items.

J. When deemed necessary, the Chairman shall have the authority to assign agenda
items to the appropriate committee or committees for further studies and/or
refinement.

(In the absence or direction of the Chairman the Vice-Chairman shall conduct the
meeting in the same fashion)

RULE 5. The Quorum

o

™o Ao

“A quorum shall consist of a simple majority of 50% plus one (1) of the voting
delegates present for the present session.”

RULE 6. Quadrennial Election

a. Candidates for National Office will be nominated and or declare their intention to
run for National Office, the Nominating and Screening Committee will conduct
the necessary interview and background check to insure their qualification. Upon
completion of the necessary interview and background check the Nomination and
Screening Committee will submit the names of all qualified candidates to the
Chairman of the General Assembly to have their names placeg on the ballot.

b. The Election Commission under the direction of the Chair or his designee will
conduct all election for National Office.

¢.  Voting in all election of National Officers shall be by ballot vote only. To be
declared the winner, a candidate must receive at Jeast 50%+ 1 of the votes cast. In
the event that no candidate gets 50%+1 of the votes cast, there will be a run off
between the two candidates with the highest number of votes. In the case of the
General Board the twelve (12) candidates with the highest number of votes will
be declared the winners; this is true as well for the National Trustee Board the
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fifteen (15) candidates with the highest number of votes will be declared the
winners.

d. Delegates once in the General Assembly Chamber may only leave at the
discretion of the Chair; any delegate leaving the General Assembly Chamber after
the house has been certified without leave of the Chair will not be permitted back
into the Chamber.

RULE 7. The Method of Voting

a.  The method of voting on motions shall be at the discretion of the Chairman.
However, a “Division of the House” shall be honored when the vote is
inconclusive.

b.  Any proposed Amendment to the Charter (Constitution), Articles of Religion
(Doctrine) of the Church Of God In Christ shall require the following:

1. All proposed Amendments are to be submitted in written form.

The proposed Amendments shall become the property of the General

Assembly for consideration and action.

No such Amendments shall be voted upon in the same session presented.

4. Proposed Amendments to the Charter (Constitution), Articles of Religion
(Doctrine), of the Church Of God In Christ shall have three (3) reading
before the General Assembly:

First reading is the document in its present form,

Second reading is the proposed revisions, and

Third reading is for ratification.
Passage is required at each reading to move forward (not in the same
session presented).

5. Proposed Amendments to the Charter (Constitution), Articles of Religion
(Doctrine) of the Church Of God In Christ Must Pass by a Two Third
2/3 majority vote of the Registered Delegates to the General Assembly
Session in which presented for a vote.

6.  All such Amendments upon passage in the General Assembly are in full
force and effect, and are to be filed within twenty one (21) days from the
date of passage with the Secretary of State of the State of Tennessee by
the Board of Directors of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc.

7. Proposed Amendments to Policy and Procedural items of the Church Of
God In Christ may be presented and become the property of the General
Assembly and acted (voted) upon in the same session presented. Passage
and/or adoption of these items requiring only a majority vote of those
Registered Delegates present and voting, the items voted on become
effective immediately upon passage in the General Assembly.

RULE 8. Addressing the General Assembly

(98]

L. Members, who wish to speak, shall address the Chair and be recognized
by the Chair,

II. Upon being recognized by the Chair, members shall stand; give their
Names, their Jurisdiction and their Jurisdictional Bishop’s name.

IIT. When addressing the General Assembly, members shall limit their
remarks to the discussion at hand and avoid negative, personal
comments.



RULE 9. Disturbances

Disturbances that hinder the orderly transaction of business shall be deemed a
violation of order in such case the Chair may:

a. Prohibit the disorderly Delegate from further participation in any
discussion during the remainder of the General Assembly session or any
part thereof,

b. If the disorderly Delegate continues to disturb the order of the General
Assembly, the Chair may evict the Delegate from the Assembly Session.

c. Non-Delegate who causes disturbances may be ejected from the
auditorium.

d. NO recording or monitoring devices are permitted in or on the General

Assembly floor or in the gallery without the expressed permission of the
Chairman of the General Assembly.

e. NO outside media coverage or reporters are permitted in the General
Assembly session or in the gallery without the expressed permission of
the Chairman of the General Assembly.

f. All Cell phones MUST be turned OFF or put on VIBRATE mode
during the General Assembly Sessions.

RULE 10. Sergeant-At-Arms

The Sergeant-At-Arms shall be charged with, verifying that all Delegate on the

General Assembly floor are Registered for the current General Assembly

Session, gathering the count of Registered Delegate in the General Assembly

session, maintaining order in the General Assembly session, distributing

materials to Registered Delegates, the counting of votes (in the event of a

Division of the House); and any other duties the Chairman may deem necessary

to the orderly flow of business during the General Assembly session.

MEMBERS OF THE RULES COMMITTEE:
Bishop Thomas L. Holsey, Chairman (Delaware)

Dr. Frederick D. Jenkins, Vice Chairman (Georgia)
District Missionary Delphine Moore, Secretary (New Jersey)
Bishop Harvey L. Lewis, Senior Advisor (Rhode Island)
Dr. Leo C. Brown (Washington)

Bishop Jesse Dickens (California)

Supt. Isaiah Grover (Illinois)

Bishop Elton Lawrence (Canada)

Dr. Allen D. Smith, Jr. (Illinois)

Supt. William Best (New York)

Evangelist Deborah Braxton (Virginia)

Adm. Asst. Bennie L. Cleveland, Sr. (Wisconsin)

Elder Derrick W. Hutchins, IT (South Carolina)

Pastor Clarence L. Sellers, Jr, (Virginia)

Pastor Bruce McCoy (Michigan)
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Church Of God In Christ, Inc.
General Assembly

November 2009 Session
November 9-10, 2009

Mason Temple

Memphis, Tennessee

Bishop J. O. Patterson, Jr.-Chairman

1. The Call to Order

2. The Devotional Period

3. The Certification of the House

4. The Presentation of the Rules

5. The Minutes (April 2009 Session)

6. The Presentation of the Agenda

II.

II.

IV.

VL
VIIL

VIIL

IX.

AGENDA

The Chairman’s Address

The Report from the Presiding Bishop
and The General Board

The Report from the Board of Trustees
The Reading of the Recommendations

of the Blue Ribbon Commission
The Consideration of New Business

The 2010 Calendar & Motion to Recess
The Closing Directives

The Closing Remarks & Benediction

The Statement to Recess

Elder James Hunt, Sr., Vice Chairman
Elder Eugene Farrow

Credentials Committee
Elder David Screven, Chairman

Rules Committee
Bishop Thomas Holsey, Chairman

Bishop Joel H. Lyles, Jr. General Secretary

General Secretary Lyles

Bishop James Oglethorpe Patterson, Jr.
Chairman, General Assembly

Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. Presiding Bishop

Bishop W. W. Hamilton, Secretary

Bishop Roy L. H. Winbush, Assistant Secretary

The Trustee Board
Bishop Charles Mason Ford, Chairman

Bishop John Sheard, Chairman

General Secretary Lyles
Chairman Patterson

Presiding Bishop Blake

Chairman Patterson






Included in the Report of the Presiding Bishop and the General Board, presented by Assistant
Board Secretary, Bishop R. L. H. Winbush, during the November 2009 session of the General
Assembly, were jurisdictional bishop appointments. The appointments were due to the result
of the demise of a bishop, or the recognition of a new jurisdiction. Below are those

appointments.

NAME

(Domestic Jurisdictions)
Frank Jefferson Anderson, Jr.
Luther James DuPree, Jr.

Joe Louis Ealy

Oliver Joseph Haney, Jr.
Dwight Leroy Haygood, Sr.
Thomas Lee Holsey

John Mark Johnson

John Wayne Leggett

Brandon Burdett Porter

Hewett Joseph Richardson, Sr.

Levi Edgar Willis, II

Jewel Robert Withers, Jr.

(International Jurisdictions)
Edward Charles Connor
Nkosinathi Reagan Lubuzo

Robert Lee Jackson

JURISDICTION

Arkansas Second

Nevada Northern
California Southern First
Georgia Northern First
Kentucky First

Delaware

Missouri Western Second
Georgia Southern Second
Tennessee Central

Texas Central Metropolitan
Virginia Third

Arkansas First

Saint Lucia Eastern Caribbean
South Africa

Mexico
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National Board of Trustees
General Assembly Report
November 2009

Page 1 of 3

The following is a summation of actions by the National Board of Trustees from April Call
Meeting 2009 to the General Assembly of the 102™ Holy Convocation 2009.

The National Board Of Trustees met in Denver, Colorado on Tuesday, May 26 - Thursday, May
28, 2009 during the Women’s International Convention to conduct budget hearings in order to
prepare the 2010-2011 Operating Budget. The following departments were scheduled to meet
the Board:

+ C. H. Mason Seminary;

+ The Office of National Properties;

+ Chaplaincy;

» National Adjutancy;

» The Office of the Financial Secretary;
» Office of the National Treasurer;

+ The Publishing House;

+ Convention Services;

 Digital Divide;

+ All Saints Bible College;

» The Office of the General Secretary;
» The Judiciary Board;

« April Call Meeting; and

+ Convocation

During the Women’s International Convention, the General Board assigned the National Board
of Trustees the responsibility of modifying the 2009-2010 Budget due to financial short fall of
National Reports.

The National Board of Trustees met in Tampa, Florida on Tuesday, June 30 — Thursday, July 2,
2009 during the Auxiliaries in Ministry Convention to conduct budget hearings in order to
prepare for the continuation of 2010-2011 Operating Budget. The following departments were
scheduled to meet the Board:

*  The Publishing House;

+ The Orchestra; -

»  Church Of God In Christ Bookstore;
* Accounting Department;

»  Department of World Missions;

» Office of the General Secretary;
* General Assembly;

+ Saints Academy;

+ Headquarters;

 Office of the Presiding Bishop;
« Digital Divide Public Relations;
» QGeneral Board; and

+ National Board of Trustees



National Board of Trustees
General Assembly Report
November 2009

Page 2 of 3

For the purpose of revenue projections for the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year, the National Board of
Trustees Budget Committee met in Memphis, Tennessee on Wednesday, July 29, 2009 with the
following: Bishop Samuel Lowe, Financial Secretary, Superintendent Anthone White, and
Church Of God In Christ Controller, Mrs. D’ Andrea Franklin.

The National Board of Trustees met in Memphis, Tennessee on Thursday, August 20™ and
Wednesday August 21, 2009 for the purpose of completing the 2010-2011 Operating Budget.

The Executive Committee and representatives from the Budget Committee of the National Board
of Trustees met with the Presiding Bishop on Wednesday, September 23, 2009 in Baltimore,
Maryland regarding the 2009-2010 and the 2010-2011 Proposed Operating Budgets.

The National Board of Trustees did direct and oversee the Office of National Properties in the
completion and current operation of the following:

D) Quarterly Health Department inspections;
2) Building and Safety Inspections of Mason Street properties;
3) Prepared property at 348 Walker Street for leasing;
4) In conjunction with the Capital Campaign Committee, removal of asbestos from the Lee
Building on the grounds of Mason Temple;
5) Termite inspection of Mason Street properties;
6) Fire Department Inspections of 272 S. Main Street;
7) Evaluation of employees for the Office of National Properties;
8) Ongoing repairs of Mason Street and Main Street properties;
9 Service fire extinguishers at all Headquarters Properties;
10)  Repair of Security cameras and installation of additional security cameras, and security
doors at Mason Temple;
11)  Completion of roof repairs on the south side of Mason Temple;
12)  Obtain from all tenants certificates of insurance showing the Church Of God In Christ as
additional insured;
13)  Additional security for Convocation (Mason Temple, Church Of God In  Christ
Bookstore; Cook Convention Center, FedEx Forum, and Women's Department Edith
Street locations);
14)  Pre- and Post-Convocation clean-up of Mason Street properties;
15)  Additional hired maintenance help for Convocation;
16)  Ensure the Church's insurance coverage is adequate and up-to-date by deleting property
no longer owned by the Church Of God In Christ;
17)  Assuring that all properties are properly insured and maintained;
18)  Periodic review of liability risks; such as sexual misconduct, Board of Directors coverage
and employee bonding;
19)  Servicing of all heating and AC units on Mason Street and Downtown properties where
needed;
20)  The servicing and renewal of license tags for all Church Of God In Christ vehicles at
World Headquarters;
21)  To ensure all vacant buildings and properties are in compliance with standard fire
protection codes;
22)  To ensure that applications for property tax exemptions are filed with the Tennessee State



National Board of Trustees
General Assembly Report
November 2009
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Board of Equalization on all Church Of God In Christ properties that quality;

23)  Tree removal of dead trees and debris on property located along South Fourth Street;

24)  The installation of two three inch roof drains to deter standing water from the roof of the
Administration Building;

25)  The re-warehousing of the 272 South Main Street property as directed by the Memphis
Fire Department;

26)  To ensure that all properties are in compliance with the Shelby County Code

Enforcement; and

27)  To ensure that contracts obtained through the Office of National Properties are reviewed

by Legal Counsel prior to the signature of the Presiding Bishop or his designee.

The following is a summary and update on Saints Academy in Lexington, Mississippi. The
National Board of Trustees did direct and oversee the Office of National Properties in the
completion and current operation of the following:

1) Preventive Maintenance inspection by Otis Elevator Company;

2) Quarterly Health Department inspections;

3) Building and Safety Inspections of Saints Academy properties;

4) Ongoing repairs of Saints Academy properties;

5) Completion of roof repairs on the following building: Kiddie Care, Gamble Rice Hall,
Alexander Houston Building, Mallory Hall, and the Deborah Mason Patterson Building; and

6) Installation of new breaker box in Faith Hall;

This concludes the report of the National Board of Trustees from April 2009 through November
2009. .

Submitted by
Superintendent Dickerson L. S. Wells
Secretary, National Board Of Trustees

Bishop Charles Ford, Chairman
Superintendent Dwight E. Walls, Sr., I* Vice Chairman
Elder Josephus Shepherd 2 Vice Chairman
Missionary Cari V. Barnes

Bishop William T. Cahoon

Elder Joseph A. Chase

Bishop Dwight Green

Elder David A. Hall, Jr.

Missionary Sylvia Law

Supervisor Mildred Linzy

Missionary Georgia Lowe

Elder C. H. Mason Patterson, Sr.

Bishop Brandon Porter

Elder Amos Smith

Deacon Walter Jones, Emeritus



CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INCORPORATED
WORLD HEADQUARTERS
Memphis, Tennessee 38126

| 2010-11
NATIONAL BUDGET

FISCAL YEAR APRIL 1, 2010 - MARCH 31, 2011

GENERAL BOARD

BISHOP CHARLES EDWARD BLAKE, PRESIDING BISHOP

Bishop P. A. Brooks

I* Assistant Presiding Bishop
Bishop W. W. Hamilton
Secretary

Bishop C. D. Owens

Bishop S. L. Green, Jr.
Bishop G. D. McKinney
Bishop Frank O. White

Bishop J. H. Lyles, General Secretary

Bishop J. W. Macklin

2™ Assistant Presiding Bishop
Bishop R. L. H. Winbush
Assistant Secretary

Bishop J. N. Haynes

Bishop N. W. Wells

Bishop Segwick Daniels

Bishop J. O. Patterson, Jr., General Assembly Chairman

National Board of Trustees

Bishop Charles M. Ford, Chairman

Superintendent Dwight Walls
I Vice Chairman
Superintendent Dickerson Wells
Secretary

Bishop William Cahoon

Bishop Dwight Green

Bishop Elect Brandon Porter
Supervisor Mildred Linzy
Missionary Georgia Lowe

Elder Josephus Shepherd

2™ Vice Chairman

Missionary Sylvia Law

Budget & Audit Chair

Elder Charles H. M. Patterson, Sr.
Elder Amos Smith

Missionary Cari Barnes
Supertintendent Joseph Chase
Elder David Hall

National Finance Department

Bishop Samuel L. Lowe, General Treasurer
Superintendent Frank A. White, Financial Secretary
Ms. D’Andrea Franklin, Controller




FY 2009-10 FY2009-10 FY2010-11 FY2010-11 FY2010-11
ACCOUNT DESCRIPTIONS Approved Budget Amended Proposed Revenue & General Bd/Trustee Bd General Assembly
Budget .
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